To: School Stakeholders

Public Act 45 of 2020 (“Act”) – which goes into effect June 1, 2020 – allows a temporary door locking device or system to be installed in a school building and prescribes requirements for its installation and use including plan reviews, permits, and inspections. The Act requires the school building's administrative authority to submit drawings, diagrams, and installation instructions for plan review to the Bureau of Fire Services (BFS) and the construction code authority having jurisdiction (either the Bureau of Construction Codes (BCC) – or the enforcing agency identified in the Local ). Estimated project costs in excess of $15,000 will require signed and sealed documents in accordance with PA 299 of 1980.

Prior to installing a temporary door locking device or system in a school building, applicants must have their plans and permits reviewed and approved by the BFS and the construction code authority having jurisdiction.  Before using a newly installed device or system, the school building's administrative authority must notify the BFS and the construction code authority having jurisdiction that the device or system is ready for inspection and receive written approval from both authorities that the device or system is approved for use. The school building’s administrative authority must also notify the local fire department and law enforcement agency of the intended installation or use, and location, of the device or system.

The school building's administrative authority must provide in-service training to staff members working in the building where the device or system is installed on the use of the device or system and must maintain, on file, a record verifying this training. The Act prescribes additional responsibilities for the school building's administrative authority as it relates to the use of a temporary door locking device or system. 

Further, the Act specifies that if a school building had an existing temporary door locking device or system that was installed prior to June 1, 2020, then the construction code authority having jurisdiction would need to approve it provided that certain conditions were met. No later than August 29, 2020, the school building’s administrative authority shall submit drawings, diagrams, and installation instructions for these existing devices and systems to the construction code authority having jurisdiction for a final determination.

Applicants may submit their application electronically through Accela or may submit paper applications found here: BCC application and BFS application.

Sincerely,

Keith Lambert, Director
Bureau of Construction Codes

State Fire Marshal Kevin Sehlmeyer, Director
Bureau of Fire Services

