Non-homestead Property Tax Collection/Tax Refund Information

County Treasurer cycles for taxable values/updating the 4410

Goal of adjustments to process

The goal of the following adjustments to the process is that changes to taxable values, invoices to school districts for tax refunds, and taxable value adjustments in state aid more closely align the net affect for the county, townships, and school districts. The modified process will begin with the 2008 tax year/2008-09 school fiscal year.

Taxable values adjustments

1) Township Board of Review adjustments to real property taxable values are done by townships based on appeals made to townships. BOR are generally held twice each year, July and December. When Board of Reviews adjust taxable values, the taxpayer is refunded within 20 days by the County Treasurer and the refund is held on their ledger for periodic billings back to the municipality (city, township, school district).

2) Michigan Tax Tribunal adjustments to real and personal property are done by the State of Michigan Tax Tribunal. When the Michigan Tax Tribunal adjusts taxable values, the taxpayer is refunded within 20 days by the County Treasurer and the refund is held on their ledger for periodic billings back to the municipality (city, township, school district). 

3) Township Board of Review adjustments to personal property taxable values are done by townships based on appeals made to townships. BOR are generally held twice each year, July and December. When Board of Reviews adjust taxable values, the taxpayer is refunded within 20 days by the Township Treasurer and the township bills the municipality (city, township, school district) directly for the amount of the tax refund.

4410 Updates

The County Treasurer (Sue Bos, Washtenaw County) updates the 4410 on the following cycles:

May 1 

current year taxable values (formerly 4410-B)

August 1 

new year taxable values (formerly 4410-A)

October 1

any changes to taxable values for all previous years (formerly 4410-C)

School Districts’ State Aid

Data from the 4410 is used by the State of Michigan to determine the local property taxes collected by each school district as the local portion of a school district’s total foundation allowance. Any data entered into the 4410 by the 1st of the month is used for the 20th of that month’s State Aid payment.

School District cycle

The School District’s fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. State Aid payments for a fiscal year are received by the district over 11 payments between October 20 and August 20. Any revenue received after June 30 is booked as a year-end receivable. The July 20 and August 20 State Aid payments are receivables for a School District. Any revenue received after August 31 cannot be included in the previous fiscal year revenue. 

Therefore there are critical time elements:

1) Any updates to the 4410 prior to June 1 will be included in actual revenue received on the June 20 State Aid payment. 

2) Any updates to the 4410 prior to August 1 will be included in revenue received on the August 20 State Aid payment. 

3) Any updates to the 4410 after August 1 will not be included in revenue for a school district until the school district’s next fiscal year. 

Beginning 2008 Tax Year

Washtenaw County will adjust the cycle of invoicing to the school districts and updating the 4410. The net affect to the School District is that the adjustments to State Aid will better line up with the School District’s fiscal year while meeting the County needs of collecting refunded taxes and maintaining a balance in the cycle of tax collections. With this cycle, the School Districts should pay the township and county invoices timely and be assured that the School District will receive the adjusted State Aid payments within 30 days (at least within the fiscal year).
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