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• In 2019, 69% of Americans reported having less 
than $1,000 in a savings account.

• 78% of Americans were living paycheck to 
paycheck

• 43% of American adults aren’t deemed “financially 
literate.”
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This points to a more significant 
problem for a system geared 
toward individuals borrowing to 
pay for college, using 
mortgages for homeownership, 
and saving for their own 
retirements. 
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Why JA?
• Volunteer for 20+ years
• Board member for 7 years
• Board chair for 3 years

“I am involved with Junior 
Achievement because the 

organization does a tremendous job 
filling in any financial literacy and 
work readiness gaps our children 

need to be contributing members of 
society. ”
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JA students graduate from high school at a rate of 
93%
JA students are 30% more likely to obtain a college 
degree
JA Alums earn 20% more than the general population
74% of JA Alums are homeowners
68% of JA Alums (ages 19-29) are financially 
independent from their parents as compared to 34% 
of average Americans
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Our Misson

JA’s mission is to inspire and 
prepare young people to 
succeed.
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Junior Achievement – Who We Are

JA is the nation's largest organization dedicated to giving 

young people the knowledge and skills they need to own 

their economic success, plan for their futures, and make 

smart academic and economic choices.
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Our History
• Founded nationally in 1919
• First Program – JA Company, ran as an after-school program
• 1975 – JA entered the classroom with Project Business
• Programs expanded to include a blended learning approach 

for both in-school and after-school programs.
• 23-24 school year – served over 80,000 students across the 

state
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Legislative Partnerships
Junior Achievement is partnering with 
Michigan educators, business leaders
and policymakers to ensure that 
students across the state achieve their 
personal finance requirements for high  
school graduation. Our purpose is to 
inspire and prepare young people to 
succeed in a global economy by
teaching concepts that lead to sound 
financial choices.
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Funding Deliverables for 2024
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JA in Michigan
5 districts covering Michigan
- JA of the Michigan Great Lakes – 50 

counties along the west side of the state 
including the UP

- JA of North Central Michigan – 18 counties 
in the northeastern portion of the state

- JA of Southeast Michigan – 10 counties in 
southeast Michigan 

- JA of the Michigan Edge – 3 counties in 
south central Michigan

- JA of Northern Indiana – Covering Cass 
and Berrien Counties
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JA Finance Park 
Advanced
• 8-12 lessons in the classroom
• Teacher led
• Full-day immersive experience in the JA 

Finance Park facility
• Facilities located in Grand Rapids and 

Detroit
• Fee – No student fee for the 2024-2025 

school year



17



18

JA Personal Finance

• 5-8 lessons in the classroom
• Volunteer or teacher led (or hybrid)
• No fee to the school for the 2024-

2025 school year
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JA Personal Finance
Objectives:

• Earning, Employment & 
Income

• Budgeting
• Savings
• Credit & Debt
• Consumer Protection
• Smart Shopping

• Risk Management
• Investing
• Taxes
• FAFSA



20

JA Financial Literacy
• Semester-long program
• Teacher led
• No fee to the school for the 2024-

2025 school year
• All materials provided by JA through 

an on-line portal
• Includes all on-line student 

assignments and testing
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JA Financial Literacy
Themes:

• Employment & Income
• Money Management
• Credit, Debt & Keeping Your 

Finances Safe
• Planning for the Future
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Connect with US!

Visit JA at the MSBO 
Conference at booth:

#645
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